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INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO AID-05 CEQ-01 CIAE-00 SOE-01 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 EPA-04 INR-07 10-14 L-03 
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DRAFTED BY OES/ENP/EN:PJGLASOE:EF 
APPROVED BY OES/ENP/EN:BLONG 
EPA:R. LIVINGSTON 
DOE:G.SHEPHERD 
EUR/RPE : J .POL AN S KY (SUBS) 

108868 210640Z/16 

R 201957Z DEC 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY PARIS 

UNCLAS STATE 302833 

US OECD 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: SENV, FR 

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE - COMMENTS ON POLVANI 
REPORT 

REF: DOCUMENT ENV(77)32 

1 . ENVIRONMENT DIRECTORATE HAS URGED THAT MEMBERS OF 
ENERGY-ENVIRONMENT STEERING GROUP REVIEW AND COMMENT 
ON POLVANI REPORT ON RADIOACTIVE WASTE MANAGEMENT. PER 
REF DOCUMENT, COMMENTS WERE DESIRED BY DECEMBER 15. 

(ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE AT RECENT 21ST SESSION AGREED ON 
IMPORTANCE OF COMMITTEE CAREFULLY REVIEWING REPORT AND 
FORMULATING SERIOUS COMMENTS TO GIVE TO NEA.) 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 302833 


2. MISSION REQUESTED TO PASS FOLLOWING GENERAL COMMENTS 
TO WALLENBERG OF ENVIRONMENT DIRECTORATE FROM U.S. MEMBERS 
OF ENERGY-ENVIRONMENT STEERING GROUP. MORE DETAILED COM- 
MENTS - OF EXPLANATORY OR EDITORIAL NATURE MAY FOLLOW, 

BUT FOLLOWING ARE PRINCIPAL SUBSTANTIVE POINTS U.S. REPS 
OFFER AT THIS TIME. 
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3. THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE REPORT APPEAR CONSISTENT WITH 
OUR THINKING WITH TWO IMPORTANT QUALIFICATIONS. FIRST. 

IT IS BELIEVED THAT, FROM A TECHNOLOGICAL POINT OF VIEW, 

EITHER THE "THROW-AWAY" OR THE "FUEL-REPROCESSING" OPTIONS 
CAN BE HANDLED, AND THE CHOICE BETWEEN THE OPTIONS NEED 
NOT BE MADE ON WASTE MANAGEMENT GROUNDS, AS IMPLIED IN 
CONCLUSION (D) IN PARAGRAPH 182 (PAGE 66). SECOND, THE 
U.S. IS CONCERNED ABOUT THE BLANKET STATEMENT THAT DIS- 
PERSION AND DILUTION OF RADIONUCLIDES IS AN ACCEPTABLE 
FORM OF WASTE MANAGEMENT. IN OUR VIEW, IT IS NOT ALWAYS 
CERTAIN THAT (IN THE WORDS OF PARA. 35, PAGE 20) "RELEASES 
OF THE RADIOACTIVE WASTE WOULD LEAD TO EXPOSURE CONSISTENT 
WITH RADIATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION PRINCIPLES." 

4. TWO OTHER POINTS ARE WORTH NOTING: THERE IS AN 
EGREGIOUS TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR IN THE FIRST SENTENCE OF 
PARA. 39 (PAGE 21), WHICH SHOULD READ: "IN THE USA... 

THE "AS LOW AS REASONABLY ACHIEVABLE"...." LAST, AS HAS 
BEEN NOTED IN OTHER FORA, THE U.S. DOES NOT SUPPORT THE 
OCEAN DUMPING OF WASTE AS IT IS CURRENTLY PRACTICED BY 
SOME COUNTRIES. VANCE 
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